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Welcome to Bhejane

The information below provides an overview of some of the practical aspects of attending one of the full time Bhejane

courses. Please read it carefully and contact us should you have any further questions.

Please try to remember as you read the information that each Bhejane course is unique and will differ in some ways form

other courses.  We like to pride ourselves in the fact that our courses are dynamic and always evolving, resulting in up to

date and relevant training opportunities for our students. Course schedules, guest lecturers and the camps used vary greatly

from time to time as they are dependent on various factors such as drought or flood conditions, availability of guest speakers

and group progress on course.

We look forward to meeting you, and guiding you to achieve awareness through wilderness!

Camps and Locations

Arrival and Transport

Bhejane Nature Training is based in the Zululand/ Maputaland region of northern KwaZulu Natal, an area that is recognized as

a global biodiversity hot-spot. It contains the oldest conservation areas in the whole of Africa. The diversity of the area is the

result of varied habitats and biomes coming together in a rich tapestry of landscapes.

Surrounding reserves include the Mkuze Game Reserve, one of the most spectacular birding destinations in Southern Africa,

and well known for its Fever Tree and Fig Forests. To the south, we have the Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Game Reserve, one of South

Africa’s flagship national parks, and home to the conservation legacy of the White and Black Rhino. We border the

iSimangaliso Greater St. Lucia Wetlands Park – a marine and coastal reserve of international importance, declared a World

Heritage Site.

The coast-line runs for over a 100km in this park, and is the venue for the Marine Guiding Component of the course. From

the Loggerhead and Leatherback Turtle Nesting sites in the north to the Mangrove Swamps in the south, this represents a

very unique and diverse ecosystem. Further north, is the Tembe Elephant Park and Ndumo Game Reserve, this provides a

great venue for exploring the Sand Forest habitats of northern KZN. All of these areas are within one hour’s traveling from

the college.

Please note that arrival at camp is always 1 day before the course starts.

See the last page of this booklet for Directions.

Students are welcome to bring their own vehicles, but must please make sure to bring a cover as parking space is limited.

Students will be allowed to keep vehicles at the Base Camp, but will not be allowed, without prior permission to take their

vehicles to the Practical Camps.

Closest airport to Bhejane is Richardsbay Airport. This is still 130km from the camp. There are a number of Car Rental

Companies at Richardsbay, and Bhejane also offers a transfer service at an additional fee from the airport to the camp.



Adventure, Travel and Exploration are
trademark features of Bhejane Courses!

Camps and Courses

Course Camps Visited
Gobandlovu Base

Camp Zululand Bush Camp Kosi Bay Camps Sodwana Bay Dive
Camp

Adv Courses

Career Development
Programme

10 Week Nature
Guide Course

Combined / Marine
Course

Trails Course

Gobandlovu Base Camp

Bhejane Outpost @ Somkhanda

Sodwana Bay Camps
Kosi Bay Camps



ACCOMMODATION - Gobandlovu Base Camp

Each student is allocated:
Single Bed with Bedside
Table
1 x Wardrobe / Shelves
1 x Desk and Chair
Shelf on the Bookshelf
Shared Student Kitchen
equipped with Fridge and
Freezer, Gas Stove,
Microwave

Wooden Huts
Are shared by 2 students. There are shared ablution blocks, and 1 Student Kitchen that is shared by all students.

Gobandlovu has got several camps, consisting of either Safari Tents, or Wooden Huts, with shared ablution facilities. Students

also have access to a student kitchen, laundry area, library and social area.



How much time is spent at the Base Camp vs the Practical Camps?
The Gobandlovu Base camp is used mainly for orientation, administration, for lectures, and theory assessments. The camp

is well stocked with a library. It is also a good opportunity while at Base camp get some laundry done, and stock up on

supplies and snacks. WIFI Internet access is available in the central area and lecture rooms.

Lecture days at Base Camp are still very practical, and will usually include morning, day or evening practical's on the

reserve or exploring the surrounding area. Kuleni is not a dangerous game reserve, and therefore allows for a lot of walking

and self-exploration. It is a great venue for the reptiles and amphibians, birding and insects. The Unique Sand Forest

Habitat provides for a wealth of butterfly, spiders and other insects.

Your will spend on average 35-40% of course time at Base Camp, and 60 - 65% at Practical Camps.

Refer to the previous page to see which camps you will visit on your specific course. All Terrestrial Practical Camps are

Dangerous Game Reserves, while all Marine Camps fall within the Greater Isimangaliso Wetland Park Area.

What is the facilities and accommodation like at Practical Camps?
Practical Camps are much more rustic than the Base Camp, below is an overview of available facilities:

Facilities Outpost Camp Kosi Bay Sodwana

Internet/ Cell Phone
No - limited cell

phone reception
No Yes

Warm
Yes - Fire Driven

system (Donkey)
Yes Yes

Accommodation Dome Tents Dome Tents Dome Tents

Electricity
No - limited solar

electricity

No Yes

Beds or Bedrolls Bed Rolls Beds Beds

Practical Camps



Clothing, Linen and Laundry

Hluhluwe Town

Uniform: Students will be issued with uniform as per their specific course. We encourage students to bring extra neutral

coloured clothing for the start of the course- we often run into long delays with uniform suppliers and although we make every

effort to minimize this, students may need to wear own clothing for the first 2 weeks of the course. The Code of Conduct will

be sent to all students prior to arrival. Please read the code of conduct and terms and conditions. It is important that students

follow this code and are dressed appropriately at all times. Hygiene, grooming and general appearance are assessed during

the duration of the course on a continuous basis. Bhejane Uniform is Olive Green.

What linen and bedding do I need to bring?
You need to bring bedding for camp as well as a sleeping bag for traveling ( you can also use your sleeping bag in camp,

if you want to), but we recommend that you bring as extra items a fitted sheet and a flat sheet for warm nights when it is

too hot to sleep under your sleeping bag. All bedding should be for a standard single bed. Please mark all your linen and

bedding.

What type of extra clothing will I need?
Zululand can get very hot and humid in summer, while the winters are very mild. Average summer temperatures range

from 22-30 (degrees Celsius) , although it is not unusual to have a few days peaking into the 40’s. Humidity is usually

quite high over this part of year, however we are in a drought at the moment and humidity has been much lower than

usual. You can expect some Rain in Feb, but much less in March and April. Our rainy season is mostly Nov – Feb. Average

Winder temperatures range from 13-24 (degrees Celsius), however temperatures at the Zululand Bush Camp, which is

at

much higher altitude drop much lower than this (down to 5-0 degrees Celsius), so evenings and mornings at Zululand

Bush Camp can get quite chilly. You need very little extra warm clothing, but one good warm jacket and some long pants

will come in handy, especially if you are on a longer course and will be visiting the Bush Camp in Winter.

Laundry Facilities:
Bhejane provides a Laundry Service at an additional fee from the Base Camp, however there are also hand washing

facilities available for students to use if doing own laundry. All students are encouraged to please mark all personal items

The town of Hluhluwe is 20km from Gobandlovu Camp, and students have time on weekends or other off days to go to

town. Students are usually able to get a lift with other students. It is good practice to contribute some fuel money, so

remember to budget for this.

Banks: FNB and Capitec Bank.

Shops and Restaurants: The town has got a small Spar, Shoprite, Pep Stores, Wimpy, KFC and

Steers/Debonairs.

Pharmacy: The Pharmacy can be contacted for prescription medicines. 035 562 0028

Driving Schools and Traffic Departments: The Mbazwana Traffic Department is about 70km from the camp towards

Sodwana Bay. Mtubatuba Traffic Department is 70km towards Richardsbay.

General Practitioners: Dr. Cohn 035 562 0016 / Dr Erasmus 035 562 0162



Are there any off-site or private accommodation options?

Not on the shorter courses, however students on the Advanced Courses are allowed to live off-site. This option is only

suitable to students with own transport, as off site students are expected to be on time for all early morning and evening

practical's while at Base Camp.

Should you wish to consider off site accommodation, you will receive a small discount, however this is only applicable if the
decision to live off site is done at the start of the course. You can contact Ciska at Hluhluwe Properties if you are interested
in investigating off site accommodation options.

Private accommodation can only be arranged at an additional fee of 50% of the course fee. For practical camps, you are
allowed to bring your own tent if you prefer private accommodation.

What is the typical age, nationality and sex ratio of the students on course?

The majority of international students at Bhejane are European, with smaller percentages being American, and Asian.

Although the numbers above represent average ages, all groups to date have also had older students between the ages of

28 - 50.

Course Average Group

Size

Average Age SA Students

%

International

Students %

Male/Female

Ratio
App Field Guide/ 

Combined Course
8-10 24-28 60 40 50% Female

1 Year CDP 8-10 21-28 75 25 25 % Female

Advanced Course 12-18 19-22 75 25 25% Female

Malaria and Tick bite fever
The Isimangaliso Wetlands Park and its surrounding areas are regarded as low to intermediate risk areas for malaria.

According to local doctors they treat very few cases of malaria annually, and the ones that they do treat, are for people that

have travelled further north. Malaria is therefore not a big concern, but it is still wise to take the necessary precautions. Use

insect repellent, and cover up at night. Mosquitoes are generally not a problem during winter months (May - August), but

can be very bothersome during the rainy summer months. You can bring a mosquito net for comfortable sleeping if you

wish. Kosi Bay, one of our camps for Marine Guide Training, is regarded as an intermediate risk area for malaria. Please

take the necessary precautions during this time, as advised by your travel clinic or health care professionals.

Pepper Ticks –these small pin sized ticks are carriers of the parasite that is responsible for Tick Bite Fever in humans. As

with mosquitoes, your best course of action is to wear long pants when walking and to regularly spray your clothes with

insect repellent. Symptoms of Tick Bite Fever include headaches, hot and cold flushes, needles and pins, and mild fever.

Please let us know as soon as possible if you have any of these symptoms. In most cases, Tick Bite Fever is not too

serious, and you will get better within a couple of days.

General Safety
We advise the same general safety precautions as recommended everywhere in South Africa. Our camps are safe, and

we always have a Duty Manager on call to assist in case of emergency.

Health and Safety

Sharing and Student Profiles



Frequently Asked Questions
Can I exercise anywhere?
You are free to go for a run or a walk on and around the base camp property. We recommend running or walking with a fellow

student if leaving the property. Students can arrange for access to the Private School Swimming pool, which is about 8km from

camp or join the local Rugby Club if on the long term courses. There are various Mountain Bike Races held in the area every

year. We cannot guarantee that course schedules will allow participation, it is possible from time to time.

Must I leave the camp on weekends or off days?
No, you are welcome to stay in camp, but must prepare your own meals during weekends and off days.

What do most students do over weekends?
Most students do stay in camp, but often travel together for day trips to the beach, to Richardsbay for Shopping or visit

surrounding parks and reserves. If you are on practical, weekends are not off, and you will not be allowed to leave from

practical camps. The information above is only applicable to time spent at Base Camp.

What will be my biggest challenges?
In our experience students struggle most with community living - it is important to prepare yourself for the idea of

sharing your space with other students. There are various measures in place to aid your comfort and well-being,

however dealing with the same people over a long period can be emotionally draining if you are not prepared for it. At

the same time, however, rest assured that groups generally bond very well - you are after all like-minded people with

similar interests, and we find that groups tend to support each other very well, and become life-long friends during and

after the course.

Dealing with changing schedules is the second challenge most find difficult. There is no such thing as an “average

day on course”. The reason many people choose guiding and related careers in wildlife and volunteer tourism, is very

much because of the excitement and adventure each day holds. However when on course we often find students want to

know every detail of what is in store for the week - and this is not necessarily always provided up-front, for various

reasons. Our best advise to prepare yourself for this, is simply to come with the mindset that you are on a course - your

schedule will change from time to time, and you will be required to have your head in the right space, and have a positive

and enthusiastic attitude when it comes to course work and to embrace each learning opportunity that comes your way.

Once you are in industry, you will soon discover that real life, is far more unpredictable than course life - and knowing

how to deal with a change of plan will be one of your most valuable skills to succeed.

Living with camp and reserve rules:
There are various camp and reserve rules that you will be expected to follow and respect. These include times when we

expect all students to be quiet, gate locking times and rules regarding when you are allowed to leave the property. We

encourage you to simply be ready for and accept these rules - these are industry standard rules, not Bhejane specific rules,

and as with the challenge above, you will find that where-ever you end up working, this will become your life. It is a small

sacrifice to make for the privilege of living and working in such beautiful and awe inspiring natural areas - a privilege available

to fewer of us every day. Embrace the opportunity and come with a positive attitude - moaning and nit-picking about camp

rules that inconvenience you can really spoil your course experience. It is however entirely in your hands how you choose to

experience this.



Coming to grips with African Time, Load Shedding and the realities of Bush Life.
Even though our base camp is in a fairly central location, we are still part of a rural community and we do not at the drop of

a hat have access to products and services. Internet signal comes and goes, maintenance problems may seem to take

long to fix even though you perceive it to be small problem, water supply and other municipal services are not always

reliable and load shedding (scheduled electricity interruptions) are standard events. We cannot always get hold of the

variety of fruit and vegetables you imagine you should be having, and on top of all of that, you will have to deal with the

heat, and mosquitoes!

All of this sounds much worse than it really is, rest assured that if you come with the right attitude and expectation, these

are all challenges that you will overcome very quickly. The orientation week of your course is also designed to help you

prepare for some of these. With a little personal planning and organization, you may even start to appreciate these

challenges for the lessons and life skills they bring!

Social life and Leisure time
We have a small pub at base camp where we sell some beers, ciders and wines. We also have a small shop at the

reception office where you can buy cigarettes, cold drinks, chips and snacks. Students are allowed to purchase limited

quantities of alcohol during the week, and will not be allowed to keep any alcohol of their own on the property. Rayz is a

local pub where students can also enjoy a drink, and a steak or a Pizza over weekends. Gate times over weekends are a

little later (11pm) than during the week and students that do choose to go out will be expected to back in time.

Can we come to view the camp?
Yes, you are welcome to come for a site visit to see the camp, or meet with us if you have any further questions. You can

just contact our camp office to book an appointment and suitable viewing time.

Frequently Asked Questions - Course work

Can I get a student loan for this course?
Yes. There are several South African Banks that will consider our programmes for student loans. This is however only 

available to students that are South African Citizens. Please send us a request with your registration, for the relevant 

documents to apply for student loans, and our admin office will then supply you with this. Our students have been most 

successful with Standard Bank and ABSA.

I already have some of the qualifications listed above, can I get academic credits and discounts for these?
FGASA qualifications completed prior to 2012 will not be considered as credits since the qualifications have changed substantially 

since January 2012. Diving qualifications can be built on - so you may choose to do Advanced or Rescue Diver, depending on 

your current level of certification. If you do not wish to increase your level of certification your funds will be allocated to complete 

additional dives, but you will still be going on the full practical with the group.

What are the dates of the semester breaks? (CDP and Advanced Course only) Please keep in mind that these 

dates are provisional and may change in the year, should the course requirements dictate this. We will however try to the best 

of our ability to keep them as is.

What is the ratio between theory and practical training?
In line with the outcomes of the course, your time will on average be spent as follows on course:

Break 1 Break 2 Break 3

16 April - 30 April 18 June - 2 July 20 August - 3 September

Lectures and Tasks Practical Field Work Self-Study/Research Assessments

30 % 50 % 10 % 0,1



From Johannesburg:
Travel to Pongola. Take the N2 through Pongola and continue straight towards Mkuze. Carry on passed Mkuze toward

Hluhluwe. Take the Hluhluwe/Sodwana turn-off from the N2. Turn left towards the town at the top of the turn-off. Drive

straight through Hluhluwe – you will pass three traffic circles. At the fourth traffic circle, you turn left. There will also be a

sigh indicating the R22 and Sodwana Bay. Take this left turn and continue until you get to the stop at the railroad track on

your right hand side. Drive over the rail-road track and continue down this road for about 20km. After 20km you will go

around a bend in the road and see a small brown sign board for the D554 on your right. (If you pass Amorello Golf Lodge

you have gone to far). Turn left at the D554 sign and follow the signs for Bhejane Nature Training. There will be someone to

open the gate, alternatively just give us a call once you are there so we can send someone to open for you.

From Durban:
Travel on the N2 towards Hluhluwe. Take the Hluhluwe/Sodwana turn-off from the N2. Turn right towards the town at the top

of the turn-off. Drive straight through Hluhluwe – you will pass four traffic circles. At the fourth traffic circle, you turn left. There

will also be a sigh indicating the R22 and Sodwana Bay. Take this left turn and continue until you get to the stop at the railroad

track on your right hand side. Drive over the rail-road track and continue down this road for about 20km. After 20km you will

go around a bend in the road and see a small brown sign board for the D554 on your right. (If you pass Amorello Golf Lodge

you have gone to far). Turn left at the D554 Sign. There will be someone to open the gate, alternatively just give us a call once

you are there so we can send someone to open for you.

Directions and Contact Details

Contact Details:
Note on phone-calls- please understand that our signal at all camps, including our office at the base camp is not always 

100%. We have no infrastructure for land-lines, and have to rely on VOIP services, which unfortunately often have poor 

signal. If you cannot get hold of us by phone, please sms. Whatsapp , or e-mail and will get back to you.

071 423 8804 / 082 604 3506

registrations@bhejanenaturetraining.com

We look forward to welcoming you to the Bhejane Tribe!

mailto:Registrations@bhejanenaturetraining.com



